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COMPLAINT 
OF THE. ; {s; 39 
CHILDREN of ISRAEL, 
A «- | 
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Reverend St, + 
5 F 2 LTHOUGH Iath a Jaw, 4 

FLERDE Circumciſed Few, it will be al- 
low d me to addreſs myſelf to 


e EQ a. Cbriſtian High Prieſt; nor 


= 


will the Rabbins of our Reli- 
gion condemn me for this Application, 
e I come to you in the. Behalf of z 
numerous Innocent People, groaning under 
Oppreſſion, obliged ro contribute to every - 
| Publick Charge, yer excluded from every 
| Public Employment; and this, on no 
Nt — other 


* — 
* 


8 


64 


** Aciiunt than * of Religion, 
though you know, and, I doubt nor, are 
ready to avow, that the CuRIsTIAN Re. 
higion was never intended, nor ought, 70 
trave the RicuTs or MANKIND. in 2 
vor ſe Condition than it found them. 9 
The Truth is, that we, the Jews of 4 
this Kingdom, who have always been 
peaceable well-meaning Men, ſubmitted 
with Patience to this Hardſhip, becauſe 
we never — Ont our Chriſtian Country- 
men agreed in Opinion, whether Chriftians 
in general are qualified by Chriftiantty it- 
: felt for Publick Emp loyments ; and we 
were led to believe, ther if the Faith of 
Chriſt admitted of - fo much DiſtinRion, 
if Cbriſtians might be ſeparated from 
Chriſtians, and only thoſe of a favourite | 
Complexion entitled ro Offices, the 
in this caſe could not hope for much In- 
dulgence from a People who have /6 little 
one another. 
But fince this ffumbling. Block of Of- . 
_ is likely to be taken away, ſince it 
poſed that no Man's RzL1G10vs O- 
— ſhall be any longer his Cyvil 
ualification or Diſqualification, We hope, 
that Proteſtant Difſenters will not be the 
only Men received within this righteous | 
. Comprehenſion, but that you, Sir, whoſe 
Equity we reverence, though we differ 
from your Faith, will be our Patron joe 
e 


(5) 
the Principle of univer/a/ Cbarity; that as 
the Great Apoſile of your Revelation glo- 
ried to be ſtyled the Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, Vou will think it no Diſhonour to 
be the Bisyoe or THE Jews, and that 
as your Saviour himſelf ſaid of one in his 
Times, we may ſay of you with equal 
Truth, Behold an Iſraelite in 1whom there is 
no Guile. For, . e aero! F 
We have an. unqueſtionable Right to 
your Protection, if you are unqueſtionable 
in your Sincerity; (as who dare even ſuſpect 
it?) We are told by ſome Chritians who 
ſometimes attend at Church, that in your 
Pulpit where you never deceive, and in 
your Prayers where you never diſſemble, 
you beſeech God for Jews, Turks, and In- 
Adels, giving us the Preference of thoſe who 
believe the Arabian Prophet, as you prefer 
Mahometans before thoſe who believe none at 
all. Now, it would be unreaſonable to throw 
us wholly on the Care of Heaven, with- 
out ſhewing ſome Regard: to us on y 
own Part: It would be impoſing a Bur- 
then on the Providence of God, and ex- 
petting Him to work Miracles, whilſt you 
_ neglect the natural Means of doing us Good. 
If therefore you refuſe our reaſonable Re- 
queſts, and favour us with anprofitable 
Prayers, you act the Part of Courtiers, 
who 88022 a world of Reſpect for their 
Friends, whilſt they avoid every Oppor- 
a tunity 
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the Land of Egypt. We were ſo fav 
from _— under Incapacities there, that 
Josgen 


(6) 

tuhity of ſerving them, and get tid of them 
at laſt by recommending them to Princes 
or Great Perſons, who have either no 
Leiſure to mind chem, or 10 Obligarivn 
to prefer them. . 

We hope for greater Candour frond 
you, Sir, and are therefore thus free to 
trouble you with out moſt: reaſonable 
Apprebenſion, that though from the rigid 
Inſtitutions of our Religion we every one 
of us muſt ſuffer — 20m Mutilations of 
the Fleſh, yet we ought not from any 
Confideration, either Human or Divine, to 
ſuffer fuch a Civil Circumciſan as to be 
cut out of all Employmenrs, even in our 
native Country, under a Government 
whoſe Authority we have obeyed, and 
whoſe Eſtabliſhment we have ſupported 
with fuch irreproachable Fidelity, and fuch 
diſintereſted - Zeal, that divers Uncircum- 


ciſed Patriots (not forgetting his Honour in 


particular) who on certain'Occafions have 


been favoured with the Truſts and loaded 


with the Bounties of this Royal Family, 
would be flatter'd beyond what their Mo- 
deſty can bear, were it ſaid in their Praiſe, 
that they have not behaved to the Govern- 


ment WORSE THAN VERY EWG. 
In Fact, our: preſent Uſage is more 
grievous than what we endured, even iti 


Ip 
F 
hs 
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Pharaoh's PR IAE: MixIST ER, under whoſe 
gentle Adminiſtration we flouriſhed ex- 
ceedingly ; which js more than we have 
Gbcg: done by the Fquaur of  Minifters, 
though many have been in former James, 
who: wanted Circumesfion to make 


any 
them 'PBRFECT ISW. 
This Excluſion from the Truſts of chat 
Society which we belong ta, is the more 
e Grieuanc 5 2 4 ny 
ou look into the F Bufeneſs, 
—— ui or - Ecclefraftical, we may 
ſafely appeal to your eandid Opinion, whe- 
ther you know many Perſons emplay'd 
therein, who behave tbemſelues BETTER 
an Jaw c-fos ot of fi tle 
WMe are not to be anfwerd; as the 
Diſjenters have been, that repealing the 
Teſis would be of ſmall Advantage to us; 


ever had more ſcrupulous Conſciences, 
than to be Occafional Confor miſis. And 
though Bread and Wine are extreaml 


proper to be cat and drank with the 


Paſchal Lamb, yet we ſtrictly adhere to 
our own Paſſover, and never in our Lives 
made free with your. Sacrament. oy 

Nor are we to be anſwer'd; as the 
Papiſis very juſtly are, that we favour 
the Pretender; or, that we ſeek to eſta- 
bliſh a foreign Furiſdiction within his 


Ma- 


. 
Majeſtys Realms: for you, Sir, can bear 
us Witneſs, that we ſeek for no King but 


our Jong expected Maſtab; and that we ſol- 


licit no Kingdom within leſs Diſtanee 
than the Holy City, where we might ſafely 


Hands of the Infidels, 80 that as the 


Pope and Turk would undoubtedly be 
the chief Enemies to our Empire, we 
have all the Merit of Proteftants, in Op- 
poſition both to Pepery and Mahometan- 
aps it may be faid with 
the ſtricteſt Truth, we have not contri- 
buted, like too many Proteſtants, to make 
our Countrymen groſſer BicoTs than Pa- 


piſts, and greater SLAaves than Turks, 


But this is ſo tender a Point, that we 
may not without Incivility, enlarge upon 


it in an Addreſs to you. 


However, without giving Offence. to 


good Proteſtants by unſeemly Reflections, 


we inſiſt, that the Jews are in all Re- 


ſpects of equal Merit with the Frencb 
Hvcoxors, who ſhew themſelves con- 
ſcious of our Superiority, by their con- 
tinual Attempts to outvy us in the Frow- 
zineſi of tbeir Perſons, and the Sallowneſs 


of their Complexions, in magnifying the 


Loſſes they have fuffer'd through Perſecu- 
tion abroad, and hoarding up the Gains 
they have acquired by Uſury at home: nay, . 
we are ready to acknowledge, that, as far 

: as 
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(9) 
as Dirt, Avarice, and Extortion can make 
them J=ws, they might be convic ed 
upon any Statute againſt 'Fudai/m ; and 
even Circumciſion is not wanting to moſt 
of them, 8 we will not ſay As 


PRosEkLVTES. But then you will do us 


the Juſtice to own, that we were led by 


wiſe Men and great Captains, by Moſes 
and Aaron, and Yoſhua, with other ex- 
traordinary Perſonages, which will at any 
any eme Ter the Children of Tjrael above 
a Rabble of ridiculous Enthuſiaſts, who 
were led by ſuch frrveling Vermin as 
Prophet Lacy, and the Printer * of the Old 
Mbig, or the Confiſtent Proteſtant. 
Not that the Fews oppoſe any Indul- 
gence which the Legiſlature may be diſ- 
poſed to grant to the ſeveral Sectaries in 


Religion: but we hope whatever Tolera- 


tion is granted, that we ſhall have our 
Share of it ; that it will not be partial 
and unjuſt; or limited to a few, who 
complain of every Church Which will 
not receive them within he Pale of its 
Immunities; and who, when they are 
taken in, ſhut the Door upon all who 
differ from them. Such confine all Cha- 
rity to thoſe who diſſent from the Thirty 
nine Articles, as if People were not as 
mw EN bak 
- ® One WW, a Freneh Prophet, who ſet up 
ſuch a Weekly Journal, to have the Teſts repeaicd for the 
Benefit of his prophefing Brethren, 


„ 
much to be pitied, that cannot believe 
the Creed itſelf; and, as if more Indul- 


gence were allowable to win Men over 


to the Church, than to bring them over 


to the Goſpel. * 
If the Rights of Nature are alledged 


in Maintenance of this Claim to Publick 
Offices, wherein have the Diſſenters a 


better Title to Employments than the 


eus? Are we not Mx, becauſe we are 
circumciſed? Are we not under the Pro- 
tection of the Law of Nature, becauſe 
we are under the Diſpenſation of the 
Law of Moſes ? If it is of Juſtice due to 
them —— Can it with Juſtice be de- 


dyd to us? And if an Act of Parlia- 


ment is to paſs, which ſhall give this 
Capacity of executing Publick Offices to 
all who live in Obedience ro Publick 
Authority Can ſuch an Act be con- 
ſiſtent with itſelf, without comprehending 
the Jews? | 

If the natural Right of the Fews to 
ſuch an Indulgence might need Support 


from other Confiderations,. I could write 


a Volume, inſtead of a Pamphlet, to 
ſhew the Hardſhips which we labour un- 


der. You have laid hold of the PRo- 
MISE Which was made to our Father 
Abraham, and have taken the Kingdom 


of Heaven as your Inheritance, in Right 
of the Children of Iſrael ; whilſt you have 
excluded 


le 
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(11) ; 
excluded the whole Twelve Tribes from 
every Privilege of the Society. in which 


any of them live. You have converted 


our Moit TY of the Bible to your own Uſe, 
and have utterly prohibired us from 
making any Advantage of the New Teſta- 
ment, which might ſatisfy us for our 
Loſs of the Old. You have violently 
ſeized upon Moses and AARON, and 
the TIN COMMANDMENTS, which were 
our natural Property, and have placed 
them over your Communion Tables, yet 
make this Pretence of Chriſtian Commu- 


nion a Reaſon for excluding us from 


all Advantages as Members of the Com- 
mon wealth : So that our Law and our 
Prophets can afford us no Protection, 


though you have exalted them to your 


frſt Places of Worſhip. You have 
robbed us of our Prieſthood, of our 
Urim and Thummim, and, what Fleſh 
and Blood is ſcarcely able to bear, you 
have taken from us our TyTHEs , yet 
you have given us nothing in Exchange 
but Reprobation and Damnation, it af- 
ter we have loſt our Goods and Gear, 
Satan can be ſuch @ driveling Fool as 

to take us, "IP 
For God's ſake therefore, look upon 
us Jews as a People whom you have 
injured, and to whom you are indebted. 
We are not in the Caſe of Diſſenters, 
| B 2 who 
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who are faid to have injured you: We 
never turned you out of your Churches ; 


we never ſet up Chapter Lands to Sale; 
nor pu led down your Hierarchy; but, 
on the contrary, it is 70 us that you 
owe your Mitres and your Revenues, 
your Privileges and Pre-eminencies. If 
any one asxs, whence you derive your 
Prieſthogd # You know in your Confci- 
ences that Cvr:/t himiclt was a Layman; 
You fetch your Pedigree from the Houſe 
of Aaron, and make more Profit to your 
Order of the Five Books of Moſes, than 
of all the Four Evangeliffs. 

As you are beholden to us for the 
moſt valuable of your Emeluments, you 
owe the moſt uſeful of 'your Po/rticks 
to our Inſtitutions. You have learned 
from us, that the Righteous are entitled 
fo the whole Earth; you have learned 
from us to 70 hew your Enemies to Pieces 
before the Lord; you have learned from 
us to flay Man and Woman, Infant and 
Suckling, to make all your Enemies 
God's Enemies, and to deſiroy them with 
Fire and Sword, from uu! Zeal for his 


: Service. 


beg you, by the mutual Civility which 
ſubſiſts between us, not to imagine that 
I lay this Debt to the Char — 


the Orthodox only: I ought to ac 
| Jocks, 


(13) WH 
ledge, that the Diſſenters have their due 
Share of all ' theſe Gifts and Graces ; 
and I make' the fame Uſe of the PaR, 
in reaſoning with either Side, that ſince 
you have purloin'd moſt profitable 
practical Doctrines from the Children of 
Iſrael, you are ungrateful beyond Ex- 
ample, in debarring the Jeus from the 
Enjoyment of their natural Rights. 

This Injuſtice is the more unprece- 
dented, becauſe all other Seffs in Re- 
ligion have perſecuted only thoſe who 
either worſhipped other Gods, or made 
Innovations in the ancient and effabli/hed 
Form of Worſhip. In the firſt C ſe it hath 
been uſual to abuſe their Divinity 
himſelf, before ic hath been heid decent 
to puniſh People for adoring bim In 
the latter Caſe, Schiſmaticks have had 
the Odium upon them of breaking in up- 
on the Property of an eſtabliſhed Reli- 
gion, and of invading fig which 
the national Se& had been long poſ- 
ſeſſed of. But we, the Fews, are not 
within the Deſcription of either of theſe 
Caſes. You ' own ouR Gop to be a 
true one, and you know that we were 
in Poſſeſſion of him Two Thou/and Years - 
before the Name of your Opibion was 
mentioned in the World. In chis C ſe, 
we are neither Inſidels, Idolaters, nor 

nin Schiſmaticks; 


(14) 


Schiſmaticks ; we neither diſown th 


true God, nor adore a falſe one; nor 


have we been guilty of Innovations, but 
are: puniſhed for adhering to our old 
Forms, and for not receiving New, 
We might nevertheleſs abſolve you, 
in a great meaſure, of this crying In- 


| Juſtice, could we find that your Religi- 


on had impoſed it upon you; whereas 
we are fully ſatisfy d, that you have 
impoſed it upon your Religion, and have 
taken Meaſures againſt the Jews which 
are not to be juſtified by the Goſpel of 


FJeſus. If the meritorious Character of 


a Saviour might be pleaded with thoſe 
who believe or pretend t be dy'd to 


Save them; Is it not manifeſt, that He 
who redeemed you was a Jew; that 


He whom you preach as @ Light to 


all Nations was a Jew: that He whoſe © 


Cauſe hath cloathed you in Purple, 
hath advanced you to Honour, and 
loaded you with Riches, even CHRIST 
HiMS ELT, was A J EW? And can you 


forget, that your Religion had wanted 


the Evidence of a principal Miracle to 
confirm it, had it not been from Bis 


ſpecial Regard and tender Affection to 


us Jews? For he raiſed up tbe Deaa, as 
we are told in your New Teſtament ; 
and, reſtored a childleſs Father to his 

Daughter, 


Mm TTX L 
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- (15) 
Daughter, only becauſe it was told him, 
that the CxNTUR10N loved our Nation, 
and had built us a Synagogue. | 
If then the Founder of Chriſtianity 
honoured an Idolater, an unconverted 
Heathen, who loved us, and built us a 
Synagogue ; How much greater Indul- 
gence would He have expected in our 
Behalf from Chri/tians obliging them- 
ſelves to obey his Precepts, and imi- 
tate his Example? Would Hatred, Re- 
proach, or. eternal War upon his People 
the Jews; would turning them out of their 
Synagogues, or laying them under Penal 
Laws for reſorting to them, have been 
more acceptable to Jesus the Few, or 
more endearing to him in the Conduct of 
Chriſtians, than the contrary Uſage was 
in the Inſtance of the hoſpitable Pagan 
turion? | | 
How oppoſite ſuch Proceedings are 
o the whole Tenor of his Goſpel, the 
riters of his Life, the A#s F bis 
Apoſtles, and, above all, the Epiſiles of 
your great Apoſtle Paur, may abun- 
dantly ſhew. It was your Saviour him- 
ſelf who ſaid, Salvation is of the Fews: 
And are we to have no Retribution bur 
Obloquy, Hardſhips, and Penal Laws? 
Wr, whom the Pſalmiſt and all the 
Prophets have boaſted to be the Domi- 
nan, 


nion, the Peculiar, the Inheritance of God: 


but unto the loſt Sheep F the Houſe 9 
Ifrael. And when ſhe came and wor- 


| Gentile. To honour the Jeus, he de- 


(16) 


To whoim, as Paul himſelf hath teſti. 
fied, pertaineth the Adoption, and the 
Glory, and the. Covenants, and the Giv- 
ing of the Law, and the Service of God, 
and the Promiſes; Whoſe are the F athers, 
and of whom, as concerning the Fleſh, 
CHRIST came, who is over all, 

It is ſaid of Jeſus, in the Goſpel ac- 
cording to Matthew, that he gave it in 
his Char to his twelve Apoſtles, Go 
not into t te Way of the Gentiles, but go 
rather. to the loſt — of the Houſe 6 
T/rael.. In another Place he anſwers to 
the Woman of Canaan ; I am not ſent 


ſhipped him, crying, Lord, help me, he 
faid, It is not meet to take the Childrens 
Bread and caſt it before Dogs. PETER, 
the Prince of his Apoſtles, ſpeaking to 
our Nation, ſays, Ye Men of Iſrael, VI 
are the. Children of the Prophets and 9 
the Covenant which God made with out 
Fathers, . ſaying unto Abraham, in thy 
Seed ſball all the Kindreds of the Bart 
be bleſſed. Paul proclaims his Miſſion 
to be to the Jew, FIRsS:,, and alſo to the 


clares to the Romans, I alſo am at 


Uraelite of the 8 eed of Abraham, / tht 
Tribt 


4 i " . : l : 
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\ Tribe of Benjamin. To vie with them, 
he boaſts to the CorinTHIANSs, Are 
"hey He rews? fo am I: Are they the. 
Syed of Abraham? ſo am J. And in 
tze Epiſtle to the Hebrews, be tells 
them of the Covenant which God 
Almighty had made wich the Houſe of 
T/rael, that He would be to them a. 
God, and THEY ſhould be to Him a 


* | 7 
_ . Having all theſe Teſtimonies in your = 
o. Revelation to entitle us to full 
Protection and Indulgence from you, 
Whence is it that we ſuffer ſuch Mul- 
tiply d Oppreſſions; and, inſtead of 
| God's People, are treated as the Outcaſt 
Fall the Earth? Do you pretend that 
the Prieſts in the Days of our Fathers 
deſtroy d Cbriſt, and perſecuted the I 
Cbriſtians? In Truth, they behav'd 
themſelves as PRI EHS Ts generally be- 
have, aorchedly,- ambitioufly, cruelly and 
impiouſiy. But, are the whole People 
to bear the Sins and Impieties of their 
Priefts on their Heads, through all 
Generations? Seeing that it was Prieſi- 
craft, which either deſtroy' d the In- 
.nocent, or ſeduc'd the Vulgar, and that 
the common People had no Hands in the 
Iniquity, but through the Inftigation of 
their villainous Guides, who charged it 
| . 3 on 


. 
on their Conſciences, and exacted it of 
them in the Name of the moſt High 
God, that they ſhould commit Barbari- 
ties ſhocking to Human Nature. If, 
therefore, any Zealous Chriſtian is of- 
. fended at the Inhumanities of the Few- 
iſh Prieſthood, and willing to revenge 
them on vs Jews, let him make it his 
own Caſe ; ler him'think how hard and 
unjuſt it would be, to puniſh him or 
his Family for the Wickedneſs of any 
Chriſtian Prieſt, either living or dead, 
eſpecially of ſuch as aQted their In- 
juſtice two thouſand Years before He 
was born. Did Calvin burn Servetus? 
Might. not then all the Followers of 

Servetus's Opinions as juſtly burn all 

. Catvin's Diſciples, as Chriſtians puniſh 

Feus, becauſe the Jewiſh Prieſts cru- 

- cify'd Chriſt? Say then, are we more 
- accountable for what was done in our 

T - Church before we came into the World, _ 
1 than other Churches will own them 
U ſelves to be? And are we not entitled 
1 to the Indulgence and Toleration of Chr:/- 
tians, by all thoſe Principles of Equity 

. and Charity which they can offer to 
9 ſhew, that our Fatbers ought to have 
1 granted this Indulgence and Tolera- 
tion to theirs? mo ; 

. c 
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. le is brought as a Reproach upon our 
whole Nation, that ſome of our Anceſ- 


tors put Chriſt to Death, It is aggra- 


_ vated by the Circumſtance that He was 
the Meſiab of Salvation; but if our 


Anceſtors knew Him not 0 be ſuch, 
they. had not the Guile on their Con- 
ſciences of putting /o divine 4 Perſon 
to Death. 1 is not pretended that they 
knew any ſuch Circumſtance, but rather, 
that their Hearts were harden'd, and 


that their Eyes were blinded, with other 
Matters, which rather entitle them to 
Pity than Reproach, If then this Act 


of Cruelty and Tyranny be view'd in 
its full Horror, it was no other than an 


Ad of Injuſtice to an innocent or righ- - 


teous Perſon. And, if all Poſterity are 
involved in Guilt and Puniſhment by 
the caſual Deſtruction of Innocence and 
Virtue, all Nations in the World muſt 
be accurſed to the End of the World, 
ſince no Age or Country hath been 
without Inſtances where the Greateſt 


and Worthieſt Perſons have been ſingled 


out for Deſtruction by the Violence of 
prevailing Parties, frequently attended 
with popular Acclamations. | 
\. You, Sir, who are an High-Prieſt 
yourſelf, muſt own that Caraphas was a 
Man of more Decency and Tempe 
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than ſome of your own Order; for he 


uſed no lefs weighty an Argument for 


the Deſtruftion of Jeſis, than that 17 
was better that one Man ſhould periſh 
rather than an whole People. Which 
of you, Sir, would have ſerupled a 


Moment to concur in a Sentence which 
was urged by this Plea of Nece 95, 9 


which of yon would not have put an 
hundred Men to Death, rather than chit 
your own Hierarchy ſhould be brought 
into Danger? 

You muſt hence allow, that the bar- 


barous Act of putting Chriſt to Death, 
and the deceitful Argument that made 


it popular and plauſible, was a very 
ordinary Effect of Prieftly Impoſture, 


Ambition and Cruelty, which are prone 
to ſhed Blood, and to make Havock of 
Mankind, for the Gratification of Re- 
venge, or the Advancement of Tyranny: 
And this being ſo common a Blemiſh 


on the Profeſſors and Leaders of all 


Religions, Ours, I hope, are no more 
to be branded with Reproach, than the 
reſt of our Neighbours who have not 
leſs deſcrv'd it. | 

It is indeed very extraordinary, that 
the Apoſtles Sucker, as you cal your- 
ſelves, ſhould take more Liberty of a- 


buſing vs Ek than the Apoſtles were 
: D allowed 


b 
=> SS 

allowed to do themſelves, A great Part of 
the  ExtsTLE To the ROMANS: is writ. 
expreſsly to r - mY the ungrateful Gen- 
tiles for _ and reviling our Na- 
tion. Your Apoſtle PauL loads 2 
no ſuch unreaſonable Charge, . a 
Guilt of Blood which was thed LES 
we were born, nor imputes it to the 
Fews even of that Time who, had no 
Hand in ſhedding it. On the 
he declares, Brethren, my Heart's ; Defire, 
and Prayer to God for Iirael 25, that 
they. may be ſaved, For, I bear them. 
Record that they have a Zeal of God, 
though not according to Knowledge. And. 
in the next Chapter he affirms prophe- 
tically, All Jrael . SHALL be {@ved. 

Even to thoſe who - urged. their Un- 


| belief” as an Argument of their Repro- 


bation he ſaith, Hath God caſt away 


bis People? God forbid; fer, I alſo am 


an Iſraelite Have they ſtumbled 
that they ſhould FALL? God Tri, but 
rather through their Fall Salvation is 


come to the. Gentiles ———» T1 ſpeak to 


you Gentiles; in as much as I am an 
Apoſtle of the err hg” I magnify mine 
4 ce F the firſt Fruit ;, Holy, 

e Lump 1s alſo holy; 2 if the Root 
is boly, ſo are the Branches: Aud if 


. of the Branches a. broken off, and. 
thou 


1 
(22) 


theu being 4 wild Olive-Tree, wert 
grafted in amongft them, and with them 
2 2 tbe | foro of Tus OL1ve- 
TREE, not 4 AA the Branches; 
but if — boaſt, 17 beareſt not the 
Root, but the Root thee— Thou wilt 
ſay then, the Branches were broken 0 
that I might be grafted in. Well; 
becauſe of Unbelief they were broken off, 
and thou flandeft by Faith —— BR NO 
HIGH-MINDED, but FEAR. 
I cannot omit the Paraphraſe which 
a great Chriſtian Philoſopher, the late 
Mr. Locket, hath given us, becauſe - 
he hath open'd the Senſe very fully; and 
the Engliſh Reader will find it more in- 
relligible than this Paſſage can be, ſtrict- 
ly adhering to the Hebrew Idiom, in 
which the New Teſtament is written. 
« If Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, from 
« whom the Jewiſb Nation had their 
* Originals were holy, the Branches 
<« alſo that ſprang from this Root are 
1 « holy. If 15 ſome of the natural 
| E a — were broken off, if ſome 
9 t of the natural Fews of the Stock of 
1 « David were broken off and rejected, 
q and thou an Heathen of the wild 
4 Gentile Race wert taken in and in- 
« grafted into the Church of God in 
* their Room, and there ane" od 
«K the 
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« the Bleflings promiſed to Abraham 


« and his Seed; be not ſo conceited of 
« thyſelf as to ſhew any DisRESPECT 
« To THE Jews. If any ſuch Vanity 
« poſſeſs thee, remember that the Pri- 


, yilege which thou haſt in being a 
« Chriſtian is derived to thee from the 


« Promiſe which was made to Abraham 


« and his Seed, but nothing accrues to 
« Abraham of his Seed from thee.” . 


From theſe full and irrefragable 
Proofs it appears, that not only the 
Law of Nature, but the Law Or 


CuRIST entitles us to the PrdteQtion 


of Society; and it is a monſtrous Op- 


133 of us Jeus, that we ſuffer any 


ſage from Chri/tians which is repug- 
nant to Chriſtianity itſelf, - If all the 
Evangeliſts and Apoſtles prove the Per- 


ſecutions and 'Penal Laus which we 


labour under to be oppoſite to the In- 


tentions of Jeſus Chriſt: If all the 
different Sects in the Chriſtian Religion 


maintain, that Perſecution for Religious 
Opinions is contrary to the Law of 
God, and to the Order of Nature: 


What Argument can be offer'd to ex- 


empt us from any Indulgence which 
can be allowed to our Brethren of the 
Diſſenting Perſuaſions ? thats al: 


And 
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And yet it hath happen'd,. as much 
to our Amazement as to our Indigna- 
tion, ſince the Debates concerning the 
Sacramental Teft have been revived in 
this Kingdom, that, having applied.our- 


ſelves to certain Reverend Paſtors of 


Di ſſenting Congregations, offering our 
friendly Aſſiſtance to them in the Pro- 
ſecution of their Deſign, aſſuring them 
of the Deſire which we ſincerely pro- 


feſs to remove theſe unjuſt Reſtraints 


on the natural Rights of Mankind, and 
ropoſing to join with them in their 


Petition to the King's moſt Excellent 


Majeſty, and to both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, they have utterly refuſed to coun- 
tenance or to concur with us; they 
have found out Diſtinctions to prove 
that they have Rights by Nature, which 
we have loſt by Unbelief; that they 
have a Privilege by Grace, which we 
cannot lay hold of but by. coming over 
to their Faith: And in ſhort, have 
flatly told us, that none but Chriftians 


ought to be capable of Employments 


in a Chriſtian Country. So little does 
it avail any Body of Men to believe in 
Gor, that they are nevertheleſs to be 
perſecuted,” as though they believed in 
none at all, unleſs they ſubſcribe to all 
the reſt of the Creed. W 

| E 
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We old them, that we were the 
Children of 1/rael ; that Moses was at 
leaſt as divinely infpired as CALvin ; 
that we had as much —_— for the 
TN COMMANDMENTS, as Presbyterians, 
Independents, Anabaptifts, or French Pro- 
pbets; that we thought the Obſervance 
of our Law would make us Good Sub- 
 gefts, though we were not happy enough 
to be farisfy'd in our Conſciences of 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion; that 
no Society had any Right to exact more 
of its Members than we had always 
yielded; and, that as we had never 
been wanting in dutiful Submiſſion to 
dur Superiours, we hoped it was no im- 
modeſt Demand to be admitted on the 
fame Footing with other Sects of Di/- 
Jenters ; that it is true, we are charged 
with too violent a Paſſion for the Mam- 
mon of Unrighteduſieſs, but that we find 
the moſt ſandtiſied Chriſtians, in reſpect 
of worldly Lucre, as little ferupulous-of 
taking the Profit to themſelves, as they 
are of throwing the Scandal upon us: 
That ve GET 4what we can, and KEEP 
what we GET, not by any Principle of 
Religion, but of Convenience; and that 
this Principle reigns in as full Perfecti- 
on amongſt the Saints at Hackney, as 
| D among 
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among the Children of Iſrael i in Bury 
Street, or Duke's Place. 

We cannot but admire at ſuc h unci- 

vil Uſage. from our Brethren the Diſſen- 

ters, who have laid themſelves under fo 

many Obligations to us Fews, have 
turned us out of the Poſſeſſion of all 
our ancient Privileges, and allow us as 
little Right in the Old Feruſalem, as 
we pretend to have in the New. In 
ſhore, they make as free with Sion, as 
if they were Lords of the Manor; and 
appropriate the Songs of Sion to them- 
ſelves, as if they were Hymns of their 

' own compoſing. They have made Prize 

of all the Pſalms of David, as if he 

had not been King of Tjrael ; and all 
the Bleſings of the Law, and all the 

Curſes in the PRoPHETSs are converted 

to their own Uſe, as if the Iſraelites 

had no Property in them. After this, 
it is marvellouſly ſtrange, that they will 
ſhare with us none of their Emoluments, 

and that they would debar us of a/l 

Indulgences which they lay Claim to 

themſelves. 

You, Sir, who are an Vrtbodox High 
Prieſt, will judge between us Fews, and 
rhe Diſſenters, whether we have not the 
ſame Right as the beſt of them to Em- 


ployments? Or, what Pretence there can 
be, 


(27) 8 
be, that againſt the Conſtitution of the 
Country in 'which we live, We, of all 
other- People, ſhould have no ſhare in 
enacting or executing the Laws which 
we are bound to obey ? Why might 

not the LAN or CANAAN be as pro- 
fitably repreſented in Parliament as the 
KING DoM OF 8c — xp, and With as 
little Prejudice to the Church of Eng- 
land, from ouR SyYNAGOGUR, as from 
"THFAR KIRK 2 Why may we not adorn 
one Side of St. S——7's Ch. -B with 
our flaxen Wiggs and ſallom Faces, in 
as becoming a manner as our Northern 
Brethren appear on the other Side in 
their black ones? Fr 
With Regard to Publick Employ- 
ments; Are there not . Abundance of 
them in this happy Iſland, which are 
fitter for Jews, than for Chriſtians, 
and which have inſenſibly transformed 
good Cbriſtians into real Fews, by the 
prevalent Force of Example? What 
may you think, Sr, of us Fews, in 
the Capacity of Exciſe Officers? Or, 
what think you of Exciſe Officers, as 
different in any thing from us Fews ; 
but that the CixcuMciseD are in all 
Reſpects fit to be Exciſemen, and that 
the EXCISEMEN are moſt of them fic 
to be Circumciſed? 
D 2 I could, 
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1 could, Sir, give you many Reaſons 
to convince you, that natural Chriftzan 
Policy ſhould induce you to favour us 
Jeus; that you have many Obligati- 
ons to us as a Clergyman, though you 
forget all Relation to us as a Chriſtian ; 
that as our Religion was the Parent of 
yours, our SYNAGOGUE is the Buttreſs 
of the Chriſtian Cn uxck, an Evidence 
of its Extraction, an Authority to prove 
its Antiquity, a living Record to teſti- 
fy whence you bad your Revelation ; and 
that therefore you cannot be too indul- 
gent to a People, whoſe Eſtabliſhmenr 
cannot be deſtroyed without removing 
the Foundation of your own. 
But that fingle Article which I have 
already mentioned, that Divine Right 
of TyTHts, which is the Source of 
all your Plenty, might make the Ofd 

' Teſtament and the Fews of favourite 

Conſideration with you; Eſpecially 
| when you reflect, that ALL the Sets in 
3 your own Religion deny your Title to 
I Tythes ; that the QuAk ERS hold it An- 
| fk: to pay them, and ſuffer all Extre- 
mities rather than act againſt their Con- 
ſciences in fo tender a Concern; that 
the People of all other Perſuaſions hold 
them to be of Human Invention, and 
belonging to the Cognizance of Tem- 


poral 


1 


low them to be lawful, do not at all 
belicye them to be regſonagle or expes 


dient. 
Four Brethren of we Clergy, in Re- 


turn for this great Obligation in the 
Article of Tythes, might very gratefully 
and proſitably appoint us Jets to be 


your 'Tythe Gatherers ; and this too, wich- 


out alarming the People who pay them, 
ſince they can ſcarcely believe, that the 

ews themſelyes would be more rigid 
Collectors, than the Generality of Church 
Officers. 


Bur inſtead of expreſſing your Grati- 


tude to us, by ſuch reaſonable Returns 


of Kindneſs and Confidence as we might 
expect, You moſt unnaturally call up- 
on us to ſerve Pariſh Ofic es, qe 7 
will at ſuffer us to diſcharge; 
niſh us with Fines and Penalties, 2 — 
we do not diſcharge them. Are you 
not more cruel in this Reſpect than the 
Task-Maſiers of Egypt, who compelled 
our Fore-fathers ro make Brick without 
Straw ? For, if they had ated by Policies 
like yours, they would not have ſuffered 
us by any Meansto make the Bricks which 
they had commanded, yet would have 
puniſhed us for not makin g what they 
would not ſuffer us to make, 1 
ou 


fporal Power 3 585 that moſt who al- 
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ſage of us, by alledging, that in the 
fame manner you uſe one another; and I 
owned in the Beginning, that we cauld 
not expect better of you under this 
Circumſtance, But then you have at 
preſent, © an Opportunity: to do us Juſtice. 
For, fince we are under the ſame Hard- 
s and Incapacities with other Diſſen- 
ers, you ought to declare, that you 


look upon the Fews with the ſame Ten- 


derneſs as you look upon ether Diſſen- 
ters; that When the PrspurE ſhall be 
adjuſted about what Time is proper, you 
will ſhew the fame. Indulgence to the 
Children of Ifrael, as to the Diſc 7ſciples of 
Calvin; that either Sect ſtand in the 
ſame Predicament with you; and that 
after the Example of the Apoſtle Paut, 
you will give Toleration to the Jew firſt, - 
and alſo to the Gentile, | 
It might be expected, conſidering 
how long we have ſuffer d ill Uſage, 
that you might think it Time to give 
us better. From a Paſſage which I find 
inſerted in your learned Countryman 
 Camsren's BRITANNIA, by the 7 
ſent Lord BIsHo of LonDoN [ Vol. 

p. 535.] it appears, that * 
flouriſhed mightily in London 2 little 
© after _ Conqueſt ; being encouraged 
| « particularly 


3 RY 1) 
« particularly by William Rufus. But 
© their Wealth, ſays his . in 
«, ſucceeding Times did them great In- 
jury, when they were miſerably tor- 
+ tured by King Fobn to diſcover and 
« deliver up their hidden Treaſures, In 
« the 11th of Edward the Firſt, their 
„ Synagogues wete all pluck'd down; 
and in the 16th Year of chat King 
« they were all baniſhed to the Num- 
ber of Fifteen Thouſand *; but their 
«© Riches were all to be left behind, and 
© they were not allowed to take any 
Money or Goods along with them, 
« ſave only for the neceſſary Charges of 
their Tranſportation.” 
I was exceedingly glad of this im- 
partial Teſtimony from a Chriſtian Bi- 
' ſhop of ſo great Credit and Authority; be- 
cauſe a learned Engliſh Lawyer, the Lord 
_ Chief Fuſtice Cox hath adhered to che 
Letter of the Law againſt us, as the 
Truth of our Caſe; He hath aſſigned 
our Expulſion to no other Cauſe than 
our Uſury, and relates it to have been 
effected by no other Means than putting 
a Stop to our Uſury; whereas the ſaid 
3 | Lord 
1 


Lord Chief Juſtice Cate, who ſpeaks of their Ex- 
pulſion from the View of Records, numbers the Fows 
who went away at fifteen thouſand and threeſcore, 2 Co. 
Inft. Statut. de Fudaiſmo. 
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2 were robb'd and fpoil'd ; And, at Tork 


'T 32 5 LS 
TY Biſboþ ittiputes it truly and ear 
didly to ch 5 Non 
the Times, rather than to the Misbe- 
haviour of out People. 

The laborious Antiquary 8 TowWE, in 
his Survey of London relates, B. 3. SLY 
© That King Journ, in the If th 
of his Reign, commanded all the Jews, 
both Men and Women, to be impri- 
* ſon'd and grievouſly puniſh'd, becauſe 
he would have all their Monty. Some 
of them, /ays he, gave all they had; 
and promis d more, to eſcape ſo many. 
_* Kinds of Torment; for every one of 
© them had at the leaſt heir Eyes plucſ d 
© out, Amongſt whom there was one, 
who being tormented many Ways; 
© would not ranſom himſelf till the King 
had cauſed (every Day) one of bis 

great Teeth to be pluck'd out by the 


Space of ſeven Days; and then he 


gave to the King Ten Thouſand Marks 

* of Silver, to the end they ſhould pull 
out no more. The ſaid King at that 
Time ſpoiled the Jews of Sixty fix 
* Thouſand Marks of Silver. 

The ſame Author mentions, that in 
the preceding Reign of Richard the Firſt 
the IRS at Norwich, Bury St. Ed. 
nund 's, Lincoln, 8 tamford, and Lynn, 
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L ioche Nömber af five ümdred, hes 


« fides Women and Children, entred a 
Tower of the Caſtle, proffering Mo- 
ney to be in Surety of their Lives, but 
© the Chriſtians would nor take it; 
« whereupon” they cut the Throats of 
© their own Wives and Children, and 
caſt them over the Walls on the Chri/- 
tant Heads, and then entring the 
King's Lodging, they burn'd both rhe 
© Houſe and themſelves.” . | 

© In the 26th of Henry the Third, | 
© the Fews were Conſtrain'd to pay to 
the King Twenty Thouſand Marks at 
© two Terms in the Year, or elſe to 


remain in perpetual Priſon. 


In his 35th Year he exacted ineſ- 
© timable Sums of all rich Men, name- 
© ly, of AARoN a few born at York, 
© Fourteen Thouſand Marks for himſelf. 
© and Ten Thouſand Marks for the 

© Queen. And before that Time he had 


taken of the ſame Few as much as 


© in all amounted to Thirty Thouſand 
© Marks of Silver, and Two Hundred 
© Marks of Gold for the Queen. 

© In the 16th of Edward the Firſt 
© all the Fews in England were (in one 
© Day) apprehended by Precept from 
the King, but they redeem'd them- 
c ſelves oe Twelve Thouſand Pounds of 
E Sil- 
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Silver: Notwithſtanding which, in the 
* 19th of his Reign he baniſh'd them 
© all as is aforemention'd, giving them 
. only to bear their Charge till they were 
© out "of the Realm. He made a mighty 
Maſs of Money of their Houſes, which 
he ſold, yet the Commons had paid 
© him a Fifteenth of all their Goods to 
* compenſate his Loſs in baniſhing them. 
For Lord Chief Juſtice Cox takes No- 
tice, © That from the 17th of December, 


© in the goth Year of Henry the Third, 


until Shrove-Tueſday in the ſecond of 
* Edward the Firſt, ( being about the 
Space of ſeven Years) the Crown had 
© receiv'd Four Hundred and TwentyT bou- 
* ſand Pounds, jj teen Shillings, and four 
, ks de exitibus Fudaiſmi; at which 
Time the — 1 Silver was but 
© Twenty Pence, and now it is more 


than zreble fo much.” 


From this Period, Anno 1291, we 
had no Re-admiſſion into England till 


| 1655, being kept in Baniſhment Three 


Hundred and fixty-four Years. It Was 
then the Wiſdom of OLIVER CROM- 
WELL that brought us into this Coun- 
try again, by a Treaty with Manaſſeh 
Ben Iſrael, wherein the Fewiſßh Nation 
were reſtor'd to the Exerciſe of their 
Trade and Worſhip in England. 


As 
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As it is but Pourſcore Years fince our 
Re- admiſſion, our Fathers, for the moſt 
Part, were Aliens by Birth, and could 
not claim a natural Right ta the Pri- 
vileges of the Community. They could 
only be receiv'd. as Foreigners, with pro- 
Encouragement to truſt their Fami- 

ies and Effects under the Publick Pro- 
tection. But in this Courſe of Time 
the Fews of Cromwell's Days are dead, 
and we their Children are natural- born 
Subjects of Britain; ſo that what In- 
capacity or Diſability may remain upon 


us, is entirely to be laid to the Charge 


of Religion, and is an Hardſhip upon 
us for diſſenting from the National E— 


ſtabliſhment. This is our Grievance, and 


this we hope will at length have Re- 
dreſs; that the War which hath been 
carry'd on againſt us almoſt ever ſince 
the Norman Conqueſt, may now be 
brought ro a Conclufion, and that we 
may not be oppreſs d any longer for no 
other Reaſon, than that after the Way 
which Men call Hereſy we worſhip the 
God of our Fathers. 

We ought not to impute any crvel 
Diſpoſition. to the good People of Eng- 


land, but to the Prejudices againſt us, 


which were fomented by the Arts of 
E 2 Brgotry 


r 
Bigotry and Prigſicraſt, or encouraged 
by the private Views of Princes: Inſo- 


much that it was our Misfortune to be 
baniſh'd from Rome by Tiberius, for the 
Fraud of a few of our Religion, in ſe- 
ducing a Roman Lady: We were for 
no better Reaſon baniſh'd out of France 
in 1253; and the Catholick King John 
the Second forced TREE HUNDRED 
THouvsand Js in one Day out of 
the Dominions of Sparn. | 

I have already ſaid, and I cannot bat 
inſiſt with humble Submiſſion, that 1t 18 
Time we ſhould be differently treated 
by the Chriſtian World; and that as 
you have taken the Covenant F Grace 


entirely from us, you ought in com- 


mon Juſtice to leave us in quiet Po. 
ſeſſion of the Rights of Nature. 

In what Manner, or to what Degree 
the Legiſlature ought to indulge us, 


muſt 5 ſubmitted to their Conſidera- 


tion, and muſt be determin'd from a 
Variety of Circumſtances; but whatever 
they grant to other Diſſenters will by 


undeniable Parity. of Reaſon be due 1 
us, unleſs it could appear that we are 
not Dzſſenters, becauſe we are Jews ; 


whereas there is not a more common 


Caſe in this great City, than to ſee the 


Jeu 
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rem and the Diſſenter blended together 
5 one and the ſame Perſoõon. 
It were needleſs to name a great 
Number of Perſons in this Predicament 
when there are tus of ſuch Notoriety» 
as the venerable pT tuwm_r, 
Eſq; and the worſhipful Sir G — 
J, Knight. The former, 


„ 


is ſo extremely ſenſible of having Al 
the Marks of Judaiſin upon Him, that 


a Woman with a counter feited Preg- 
nancy would not be more afraid of a 


Writ de Ventre Inſpiciendo: The latter, 


God bleſs Him, is ſo. ſincerely one of us, 
that He is not aſhamed to own it. It 
is a well known Circumſtance related 
of one of theſe Gentlemen, that being 
+ by the LENI TY of the Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution admitted to give Evidence in 
Courts of Juſtice, on the Faith of a 
Chriſtian, the Officer who adminiſtred 
the Oath, though a Stranger to his 
Perſon, by a right judgment of his 
Phiſiognomy, gave Him the Old Teſfa- 
ment to depoſe on as a Few. : 


How great Analogy there is in ge- 
neral between the Diſſenters and Jews, 


and how eaſily we are to be miſtaken 
for each other wants no other Wit- 
neſſes than the PasToRs of each Per- 
ſuaſion. How happily do they con- 


cur in the black Cloak and the ſhort - 


Bib : 


1 o 


Bib? How perfectly does the dirty 
Phiz of a French Refugee accord with 
the ſable Hue of in Rabbi in I? 


How exactly alike are the Size of their 
Conſciences, and the Reach of their Un= 


derſtandings; their Zeal for Works of 


Faith and Piety; and above all, for the 


ready Penny? ©... — 

This Similitude of Circumſtances, is 
the Ground of our juſt Confidence, 
that diele will bene - Deference..of In- 
dulgence, We are perfectly reaſonable 


in our Deſires; we want no more than 


what you allow them ; we think our 
ſelves as well qualified to govern. Cor- 
porations, to fit in that grave Aſſembly 
the CITY Common-Council, and to make }- 
a Jobb of my Lord ' Mayor's Houſe; as 
the moſt religious Elder of Salters Hall, 
We concur with them entirely, that it 
is reſpectiyely our Right by the Law 
of Nature, and we humbly perſuade 
ourſelves, that no Diſtinction will be 
made by the Law of Grace. 

We have now ſtated our Caſe to the 
impartial World. We are willing to be 
judged, even by, the Reverend Bench, 
whether our Complaints are not well 
grounded, and our Deſires juſt. We 
have nothing further to propoſe, than 
to attend our Diſſenting Brethren 1N A 


Bopy, whenever a PETITION for the 
Repeal 


5 I a * 30 'Y 
. "| op „ 44 wi edfenred * 
Ree ad ont: Lek intend, 22 Day, 
to march in a len PRocrss low 
through the Streets of London, from 
our Synagogue in yo Street, with 


 - ouR PrIEsTs, and -ouR Law, and 


AARON's Brrrs, at the Head of us. 
If | this noping Appearance ſhall not 
os its Effect, we muſt deſpair of being 
reſtored to our natural Rights. But, as 
You, Sir, have Power to aſſiſt us in 
dur pious Deſign; we Fope ydü will imi- 
tate the Pattern ſet before you by the 
Apoſtle Paur, who unto'the Jews be- 
came at a Jew, that he might gain the 
Jzws 3 and, if you protect the Children 
of Tfradl in this emergent Affair, we will 
- Promiſe you, Whenever you come a- 

monpſit us, the fir Cut of the Paſchal 
Lamb, and the chief Seat in the Syna- 


$2346 | 

1 am, with all Reſpect to your Per- 

ſon and Character, 

Teur moſt devoted, 
Humble Servant, 


From the Place of my ge. 


r 857 
y Street, the 10 


— Month — Any 


Solomon Abrabanel. 
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